
SUMMERlearning

FUN LEARNING RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
KEEP EXPLORING. KEEP LEARNING.

Not all learning happens inside the classroom or during the school year.  
Inside is your toolkit for fun, engaging learning opportunities available to you and your

kids right here in Cabell County this summer!
Now is the perfect time to explore new interests and learn something new together. 

Have a GREAT summer!
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As we embark on a season of sunshine and relaxation, let us remember that learning
never takes a vacation. Summer is an invaluable opportunity for families to nurture
their children's curiosity and fuel their educational journey. Together, as partners in
education, let us embrace the joy of discovery, encourage exploration, and create
memorable experiences that will shape our children's futures. With each book read,
every question asked, and every adventure embarked upon, we empower our
children to reach new heights and unlock their limitless potential. So, let us make this
summer a time of growth, where families become the catalysts for knowledge and
inspiration. Together, we can cultivate a love for learning that will guide our students
towards success when the bell rings and school resumes in the fall.

Dr. Ryan S. Saxe, Superintendent



 
 

getting the most out of your child's education
learning activities you can do at home as a family
fun, local events to keep your child's mind and body active and engaged
a monthly family adventure box to help you plan fun learning dates as a family

This resource was created for you by the Office of Family & Community Engagement. In
addition to summer and back to school resource packets like this one, we also create a
weekly video series on WSAZ that covers topics important to parents like:

As part of this series, we've discussed the "summer slide," typical learning loss that
students experience when they're away from school for the summer, and ways to combat
it in your own family.  Check out those videos here:

FAMILY ACADEMY
Video Series

WV Road Trips 
with Brian Casto
https://tinyurl.com/

mr2d32ff

Catch our new Family Academy
videos on WSAZ each 

Tuesday at 4:00p during the 
"First at Four" broadcast.

https://tinyurl.com/
mw345pyp

Summer Shows 
& Adventures

Learning 
on Road Trips

Summer Bucket List 
Adventures

Building Summer 
Reading Habits

Fighting the 
"Summer Slide"

https://tinyurl.com/
bdhk9frm

https://tinyurl.com/
mvp5h9wc

https://tinyurl.com/
2kdxwdyb

https://tinyurl.com
/bp9cnfyx

Follow along with all our 
Family Academy content 

on our website:
https://tinyurl.com/mvbdfspx
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SUMMERfeeding
Cabell County Schools announces their sponsorship of the federally funded Summer Food Service Program.
The Summer Lunch Program is open to all children, ages 18 years and under, who would like to participate.
Meals will be provided on the dates and times listed below. We will be closed and not serve meals on June 20
in observance of West Virginia Day and on July 4th in observance of Independence Day. The meal box pick up
is only available at sites that were approved by USDA. While Huntington sites did not qualify for multiple day
meal boxes, we have many locations hosting daily summer feeding sites.

Using the latest guidance from the USDA (US Department of Agriculture), the majority of Cabell County
qualifies under the designation of “rural” and will be permitted to distribute multiple day meal boxes. We plan
to distribute five-day meal boxes during the summer at the following locations: Cox Landing, Hite Saunders,
Barboursville Middle, Salt Rock Library and Milton Pre-K. The City of Huntington is not designated as a rural
location on the USDA map and will not qualify for multiple day meal boxes. However, we will offer multiple
daily summer feeding locations and the “Eat Awesome” bus to make sure the students in Huntington will have
access to meals.

We will also provide meals to the numerous summer school programs throughout the county during the
summer months.

For more information about the Summer Food Service Program, please call 
Travis Austin, Director of Food Services, at 304-528-5048.

 of all fruits &

veggies served  will

be from local

farms!

9/10

Daily 
community-based

feeding sites for
those in the eastern

end of the county

Weekly
5-day meal box

distribution sites for
those in the western end

of the county. 
 Registration required

and available here:

https://www.cabellschools.com/Page/257
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Having extra time together in the summer is a great opportunity to check in with kids on how they're
feeling, what they're thinking, and any struggles they may have.  Practicing mindfulness activities
can also improve the mental health and well-being of you student. Start the conversation with
some of the following mindfulness activities.  

Going on a Safari!
Tell your kids you are going on a safari and the goal is to notice as many birds, bugs, and other
animals as they can. They will need to focus on all their senses to find them!

Blowing Bubbles!
Have your kids focus on taking deep, slow breaths, and exhaling steadily to fill the bubble.
Encourage them to pay close attention to the bubbles as they float away!

Snack!
Have a ‘mindful’ snack by describing the smell, texture and taste.

Cloud Watching!
Find shapes in the sky by laying down and watching the clouds. Make up a story to go along with
what you find in the sky!

For concerns that may arise or any mental or emotional health questions you have, feel free to
reach out to our CareLine.  The CareLine is staffed by licensed counselors from Presetera Mental
Health Services ready to help students and staff talk through questions or concerns on topics
including, but not limited to: grief, conflict resolution, mood or behavioral changes or challenges,
and relationship issues, among many other topics. 

MINDFULNESS& mental health

Check out our recent

Family Academy video

about the CareLine.

https://tinyurl.com/

4sekh4s3
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RESOURCES
Elementary

Learning Apps 
for Kids

Family Resources 
for You

Typing
Practice

Reading 
Resources

Math
Games

Science 
Experiments

Social Studies
Resources

www.coolmathgames.com

storylineonline.netwww.typingclub.com

funlearningforkids.com
/summer-science-
experiments-stem-

activities

www.readworks.org/
find-content

Facebook Groups for Families
CKLA
SuperKids
ZanerBloser

https://www.zaner-bloser.com/
free-literacy-resources.php
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Reading

Tynker Coding

ReadingMath

Math & ReadingReading



B I N G O

READING BINGO

FREE
SPACE

Read in a
blanket fort

Draw a
picture based
on a scene or

character
from a book
you've read

Recommend
a book to
someone

Visit your
local library

Read a book
that has been
made into a

movie

Read to a
friend or

family
member

Read a
magazine

Read aloud
using your

best
character

voices

Read with a
friend

Read a book
that has won

an award

Read a recipe;
Bonus points
if you try to

MAKE it

Read with a
flashlight

Watch a
movie based

on a book
you've read

Read a book
based in the

past

Read a book
based in the

future

Swap a book with a
friend and reach

each others'
recommendations

Read a
nonfiction

book

Read a
fictional book

Read the first
book in a

series

Read a new
book by an
author you

like

Read a
poem...

or several

Read outside

Read a
graphic novel

or comic
book

Re-read one
of your
favorite

books
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Book # Title Author

Reflection
What did you think?  Favorite

character? Best part? Would you
recommend it to a friend?

READING LOG

Keep your list going on as many pages as you need.10



WRITING ADVENTURES
Elementary

Family Guide: How to Use
For students in K-2, use these as discussion starters.
For students in 3-5, have them write their responses and talk about their answers.  
You'll be amazed at how their imaginations shine with activities like this.

If you became your favorite animal for the day, what would your life be like?  
What would you see, do, and experience?

Rewrite your favorite fairy tale...told from the perspective of 
someone ELSE in the story.

Imagine you and I traded places for a day.  What would it be like to be me?  
What would you see, do and experience?  Would it be fun?
(Families, consider writing about what it would be like to be your child, then share with each other)

Write the background story of your school's mascot.  What's its name?  Where did
it come from?  What's its family like?  How did it end up representing your school?

Explain your favorite color to someone.  Describe what it looks like, items that are
that color, and how it makes you feel...but NEVER tell what color it is by name.

(Families, consider writing your own then trying to guess each other's colors)

If you were the boss for the day and you could do WHATEVER you wanted, what
would you do?  Describe your PERFECT day.

If you could create a new animal, what would it be?  What would it look like?  How
would it move around?  What would it eat?  What sounds would it make?  
Bonus points: draw a picture of your new animal.

Describe your favorite holiday and explain why it should be everyone else's favorite
too.  What's so great about it?  Why should other people like it as much as you do?

11



Cabell County Schools is proud to offer a variety of summer classes and camps to engage
kids in fun, exciting learning opportunities.  Check out the flyers in the following pages for
more information and registration links.  The following opportunities are open to all
students in the district:

Our elementary Summer Learning Adventure keeps kids' minds engaged and keeps them
in a great learning routine.  

The CTE Summer Camp for our rising fifth and sixth graders is a great way for kids to
explore their interests and experience areas of study that may be new to them.

Students who are currently enrolled in a Boy Scout Troop can enjoy Cub Scout Day Camp
at Camp Arrowhead.

Many of our students will also be learning Japanese from native speakers and Marshall
University instructors during Japanese Immersion Camp.  
(registration is already full, unfortunately).

Learn more about our summer offerings here: https://tinyurl.com/4fkdn3pv

In addition to district-wide camps, some schools offer their own camps for students who
attend that school.  Check out the list below to see if there are any additional offerings at
your student's school this summer.  Contact your school for more information and to
register your child.

Altizer Elementary: Project Lead the Way, grades 1 and 2, July 10-17
Highlawn Elementary: Lego Robotics Camp, grades 3-5, June 13-16 and June 19-23
Salt Rock Elementary: Reading at the Rock, incoming kindergarteners, July 24-28
Spring Hill Elementary: Summer Boost Camp, grades K-5, May 31-June 30

SUMMERclasses

School-Specific Camps

Summer Learning
Video
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COMMUNITYconnections
Our community is fortunate to have many local businesses, non-profits, and
community groups dedicated to serving the students and families in our
area.

In this section, you will find information about a some of those great
organizations, the events and resources they have to offer, and how to learn
more about them.  In no way is this an exhaustive list.  

Be sure to check in with your favorite local groups, community centers,
neighborhood associations, and faith-based organizations to see what
additional summer programming and opportunities are available.

For up-to-date information about events and activities in the
Huntington area, please visit the Cabell-Huntington CVB:
https://visithuntingtonwv.org/events-calendar/

For up-to-date information about events and activities in the
Barboursville area, please visit the Barboursville CVB:
https://discoverbarboursville.com/whats-happening/

For information about fun activities for kids and families in
the Huntington area, check out Funington on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Funington

For information about events and festivals in the Mountain
State, please visit WV Tourism:
https://wvtourism.com/events-festivals/
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DISCOUNTS& promotions
Not only are there extra opportunities for learning and fun in the summer, there are also
extra discounts and promotions available.
  

Here are a few to get you started:

WV's Free Fishing Weekend
Love to fish but don't have a license?  June 10 & 11 is WV DNR's free fishing
weekend. 
https://wvdnr.gov/wv-free-fishing-days-give-new-anglers-chance-to-try-
fishing

Free Workshop with Home Depot
Build a free simple project together the first Saturday of each month.
https://www.homedepot.com/c/kids

Planet Fitness Summer Pass
Teens from 14-18 can enjoy a free pass to Planet Fitness this summer.
https://www.planetfitness.com/summerpass/registration 

Public Library Resources & Events
The public library is ALWAYS free and there are events at every branch for every
age.  Additionally, you can borrow board games, family passes to Heritage Farm,
and download ebooks and audiobooks.

Learn more online or by picking up a copy of Connections magazine at your local
branch.  Check out their summer reading program (runs June 12-July 28) and
kick off party June 12th at 1p in Downtown Huntington.

For more information, visit your local branch or:
https://cabellcounty.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/cabell

Huntington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau Fun Pass
Families can save 20% on admission to several local attractions with the Fun Pass.
Just scan the QR Code with your phone, click through the link, and download the
discounts of your choice.

www.VisitHuntingtonWV.org/funpass
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Join Children’s Home Society’s Family Support Center 
for FUN Summer Activities

 
 
 

·June 2nd- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·June 6th- Crafts & Games Day 11am-1pm- Lunch will be provided
·June 9th- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·June 12th- MOVIE MONDAY 8-10:30pm- Snacks will be provided
·June 13th- Crafts & Games Day 11am-1pm- Lunch will be provided
·June 16th- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·June 20th- Crafts & Games Day 11am-1pm- Lunch will be provided
·June 22nd- Ice Cream Social- Everyone Welcome- Barboursville Park-
3pm
·June 23rd- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·June 26th- Parent Planning Day- 1-3pm
·June 27th- Crafts & Games Day- 11am-1pm Lunch provided
·June 30th- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·July 11th- Crafts & Game Day- 11am-1pm- Lunch will be provided
·July 13th- Basket Bingo- Everyone Welcome-5pm-7pm
·July 17th- MOVIE MONDAY- 8pm-10:30pm- Snacks will be provided
·July 18th- Craft & Game Day- 11am-1pm- Lunch provided
·July 25th- - Craft & Game Day- 11am-1pm- Lunch provided
·July 28th- Free Friday Giveaway- 10am-2pm
·August 1st- Craft & Game Day- 11am-1pm- Lunch provided
·August 8th- Craft & Game Day- 11am-1pm- Lunch provided
·August 10th-Splash Back to School Pool Party-Kennedy Center-6-8pm 
Everyone Welcome-Free School Supplies- Free Food 

 All Activities will take place at:
203 6th Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701

681-378-2530

FAMILY
OUTDOOR

MOVIE
NIGHTS
 start at dusk

BARBOURSVILLE
PARK 

JUNIOR RANGERS
 10AM

LEAGUE OF SUPER 
PETS - JUNE 2

 
BAD GUYS - 

JULY 7
 

HARRY POTTER AND 
THE SORCERER'S 

STONE - AUGUST 4

JUNE 3 
JUNE 24 
JULY 8 

JULY 22 
AUGUST 5 

AUGUST 19
 

More information 
www.Barboursvillepark.org

www.facebook.com/bvilleparksrec
(304) 633-4157

SUMMER
OF

FUN
WITH BARBOURSVILLE 

PARKS AND RECREATION

Splash Park 
Open Daily beginning 

May 27 
10 am until 8 pm

Canopy Rentals available 
barboursvillepark.org/rentals 

to make a reservation

Fireworks and 
food trucks 

july 4th
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SCHOOLBack to
While the focus of this toolkit is summer fun and learning, we also want to give you the
information you need to prepare for the return of school when the time comes.  

In this section, you'll find information about the first day of school, open house, and
next year's school calendar.  We hope this will be useful to you as you prepare for the
start of the coming school year.  

Here are some Back to School tips to consider:

visit their school
meet their teachers
make friends with their new classmates
gain confidence
learn about the expectations of middle school

For our families with rising sixth graders, we have a couple extra tips to consider as your
child transitions to middle school:

Buy an inexpensive combination lock for your child to practice with this summer.  Kids
have a lot of anxiety around not being able to open their lockers and struggling with
locks between classes.  By helping them learn to use a combination lock early, you'll
help alleviate that worry and your child will be more confident going into middle school.

Register your child for the Sixth Grade Climb Institute on August 2-4.  

This gives them an opportunity to:

Students who participate in the Climb Institute generally feel more confident and
excited about the start of middle school than those that do not.

Register for Climb Institute here: https://forms.office.com/r/2GKdYNdtyX 

https://tinyurl.com/
4dbm74vb

Transition GradesBack to School Tips
https://tinyurl.com/4m

dxxx2w
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Thank you!
Families,

Thank you for ALL the ways you encourage your students to keep learning
and exploring this summer.  We are so grateful for your partnership in their
educational journeys, and can't wait to be back together when school starts
back this fall!

Cabell County Schools Team

A product of the Division of Instruction and Leadership
 Family & Community Engagement

 
Provided by Cabell County Board of Education

Rhonda Smalley, President
Mary Neely, Vice President

Alyssa Bond
Coy Miller

Josh Pauley
 

Dr. Ryan S. Saxe, Superintendent

For more information or to be included in future publications, 
contact Dr. Ashley Stephens at astephens@k12.wv.us.

Best wishes for a safe, happy, and healthy summer for you and your family!
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